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MYSTICISM.	[CHAP. IX.
up and absorbs its opposite into itself. This is a dark saying, I know
. . . [but] those who have ears to hear, let them hear/51
Prof. James then quotes the experience of another mystic:—
"The one remains, the many pass and change ; and each. and every
one of us is the one that remains/52
With such. credentials in favour of Mysticism, it is, indeed, surpris-
ing that it should, have been condemned in any age or by any nation
claiming to be ranked among the civilized; yet we know that Mys-
ticism was at one time denounced, m no unmeasured terms, in Europe,
and that men, eminent for learning and high virtues, for their piety
and charity and true religious fervour, were cruelly persecuted as
heretics by the Christian Churches—both. Catholic and Protestant.
The great masters of Mediaeval Schools, says Lillys began, since the
Renaissance, to be looked upon with contempt by an age of conceited,
self-sufficient half-learning, of meretricious eloquence, of inflated
arrogant littleness. And Descartes, with his sharp distinction
between Spirit and. Nature, mind and, matter, scattered, it is said,
the phantoms of mysticism with the whole rubbish of scholastic
formu.las.4
No wonder, then, that Christendom, backed by a false philosophy,
winch insisted on the recognition of a sharp distinction between Mind
and. Matter, Spirit and. Nature, as two antithetically independent
and eternal verities, and backed also by a spurious theology, based
on an unnatural alliance between the Semitic and the Aryan or Indo-
Germanic lines of thought, resulting in the recognition of a Personal
Ood and Creator outside His Creation and unapproachable by far to
mortal man—no wonder, I say, that Christendom, influenced by
such considerations, should have denounced Mysticism and persecuted
its votaries, whom Jesus Christ himself would have honoured.
No wonder, also, that there should be deep-laid prejudice against
Mysticism even now.
One reason why it does not find favour m Europe is due to a misap-
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